Portland General Electric and Portland Public Schools partner to create first-in-the-nation K-12
climate literacy curriculum
January 30, 2020
Open source curriculum and training materials will empower educators and students to study climate change throughout
Portland Public Schools and beyond
PORTLAND, Ore., Jan. 30, 2020 /PRNewswire/ -- Portland General Electric Company (NYSE: POR) today announced a partnership with Portland
Public Schools (PPS) to accelerate the creation of a first-of-its-kind, comprehensive K-12 curriculum that explores the causes and consequences of
climate change, as well as potential solutions.
This partnership is a direct response to student advocacy. In 2016, local students and climate justice advocates reached out to the Portland Public
Schools Board of Education to ask for comprehensive climate literacy including understanding the root causes of climate change and potential
solutions to address its effects. Since then, a board resolution was passed and both community and district efforts have taken place to create
curriculum and hire a new — and first in country — programs manager for climate change and climate justice.
The partnership and PGE's three-year $250,000 investment to The Fund for Portland Public Schools allows PPS to do even more innovative work and
aims to give PPS students, and others, access to cutting-edge educational experiences by providing students opportunities for authentic civic
engagement.
"This is the first major investment to The Fund for PPS," said Victoria Lara, board chair for The Fund for PPS. "What a great example of investing
directly into a program that is so student centered and important to our community."
Once developed, the curriculum, training materials and best practices will be open source, meaning all the resources will be publicly available for other
districts to implement and tailor for their schools.
"With the growing global concern regarding climate change, PPS is taking an innovative approach and bold stance to support educators and students
by developing relevant climate justice curriculum and activities" said Guadalupe Guerrero, superintendent of PPS. "Making this curriculum easily
accessible, will help bolster our efforts in both curriculum development and with supporting our youth's growing understanding and advocacy on this
important topic."
In addition to funding, PGE employees will participate as content experts, co-creating supplemental classroom materials and project-based learning
opportunities that will help students understand the important role of clean energy in reducing carbon and fighting climate change. PPS and a group of
students, educators, frontline community members, government organizations, community organizations, and industry leaders will convene to inform
the curriculum development.
"It is essential that we work together, forging public and private partnerships to combat climate change and meet Oregon's clean energy goals," said
Maria Pope, PGE president and CEO. "Our partnership with Portland Public Schools enables direct engagement with students and teachers that will
explore real-world climate problems and innovative solutions."
The full implementation of the K-12 social studies and science curriculum will launch in PPS schools in Fall 2021. For more information, visit
pps.net/climatejustice.
About Portland General Electric Company: Portland General Electric (NYSE: POR) is a fully integrated energy company based in Portland,
Oregon, with operations across the state. The company serves approximately 892,000 customers in 51 cities, has 16 generation plants in five Oregon
counties, and maintains and operates 13 public parks and recreation areas. For 130 years, PGE has delivered safe, affordable and reliable energy to
Oregonians. Together with its customers, PGE has the No. 1 voluntary renewable energy program in the U.S. PGE and its 3,000 employees are
working with customers to build a clean energy future. PGE, employees, retirees and the PGE Foundation donate more than $4 million annually to
support nonprofits and schools. In addition, employees and retirees log more than 45,000 volunteer hours annually. For more information visit
http://bit.ly/PGEPPS2020.
About Portland Public Schools: Portland Public Schools, founded in 1851, is a PK-12 urban school district in Portland, Oregon. With more than
49,000 students in 81 schools, it is one of the largest school districts in the Pacific Northwest.
With highly trained teachers and staff; an engaged parent community; strong partnerships, and a focus on closing the racial educational achievement
gap, PPS has seen significant gains its graduation rate and has enjoyed steady enrollment growth.
Thanks to the state Legislature, school funding is improving and thanks to Portland voters, a PPS School Building Improvement Bond is now fueling
the modernization of our aging school buildings for 21st century learning. Learn more at www.pps.net.
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